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REF  
 

A study of the Output and Impact in the field of Humanities and Social Sciences  
in the Research Excellence Framework (REF) in the UK 

 
/Mikiko Shimaoka /Naoto Kobayashi  

Lily Yu /Sasakawa Peace Foundation  
 

 

Research Excellence Framework (REF)

2
(UoA)

 
 
Abstract  

Evaluation of research in the humanities and social sciences field has recently become popular in 
conjunction with the discussion of its significance and method. Last year, we focused on humanities and 
social sciences research in UK university evaluation Research Excellence Framework (REF), especially 
impact assessment in humanities field. For example, we targeted Shakespeare's research in the University 
of Birmingham. As a result, we extracted a number of factors of impact evaluation, such as quantitative 
analysis on the number of Web accesses and qualitative information such as external evaluation comments. 
In this paper, we will expand our view from the following two points. First, we expand the subject of analysis 
from humanities to social sciences, covering several fields (UoA) such as economics, law, history and so 
on. Secondly, we pay attention not only to the impact but also to the output. Through these, we analyze 
characteristics of researches in humanities and social science research evaluation. 
 
1. /Introduction 

2014 REF Research 
Excellence Framework

[1-3] Panel C Panel D
 

REF
 

Panel A Panel B
[4]  

 
2.  / Outputs in Humanities and Socoal Scieces 

Panel C 11 UoA Unit of Assessment 1965 submission
submission 16. Architecture, Built Environment 

and Planning (142) 17. Geography, Environmental Studies and Archaeology (235) 18. Economics and 
Econometrics (98) 19. Business and Management Studies (411) 20. Law (216) 21. Politics and 
International Studies (166) 22. Social Work and Social Policy (187) 23 . Sociology (97) 24. Anthropology 
and Development Studies (80) 25. Education (215) 26. Sport and Exercise Sciences, Leisure and 
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Tourism(122) submission
 

Panel D 9 UoA 1617 submission
27. Area Studies (69) 28. Modern Languages and Linguistics (190) 29. English Language 

and Literature (281) 30. History (263) 31. Classics (59) 32. Philosophy (98) 33. Theology and Religious 
Studies (75) 34. Art and Design: History, Practice and Theory (231) 35. Music, Drama, Dance and 
Performing Arts (194) 36. Communication, Cultural and Media Studies, Library and Information 
Management (159) submission  
 Table 1 Panel C

81

8.2% 7.1%  
(UoA18)

91
(UoA20)

(UoA21)
61 70

17% 21%  19%, 
16%  
  

89%
1% 2%

(57%) 15% 27%

 
 Table 2 Panel D

19,796

75%
46% 43%

UoA30
39% 32%

23%
UoA34

28%
11% 18%

19
 (UoA35)
31%

15% 20%
16

Table 1: Number and types of research outputs of Panel C

Table 2: Number and types of research outputs of Panel D
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Value Value
 

10
London School of Economics and Political Science

Oxford Edingburgh
 

 
4. / Case studies for creation of impacts  
 

(UoA18) (51 ) (28 ) (10 ) (UoA20) (119 ) (48 )
35 (UoA30) (147 ) (99 ) (2 ) (UoA34)

(147 ) (99 ) (2 )  
808

 

 
4. 1  / Economics and Econometrics 

 / Economic 
(1)  

Improving modelling and forecasting in the public and private sectors 
(2) University of Oxford 
(3) 

Table 4: Characteristic cases of impact creation for humanities and social Sciences
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PcGive  
(4)  PcGive

IMF

IMF 2009
PcGive

 
 

4.2   
   / Political 

(1) EU  
 Improving the co-ordinated regulation of telecoms markets across the EU 
(2) University of Bristol 
(3) EU BEREC

EU EU
BEREC  

(4) : BEREC EU 28
Bristol EU EU

BEREC
EU

EU
BEREC  

 
4.3   
   / Cultural 

(1) : 3  
From Magna Carta to the Parliamentary State: the fine rolls of King Henry III  

(2) King's College London  
(3) 13 3

2015 800
 

(4) : 3 66
200 30,000

35,000 16

3
2012 6 2013 6

22,931 102,191
 

 
4.4  
   / Societal 

(1)  
Critical Design and its impact on design and the public understanding of science  

(2) Royal College of Art  
(3) 1997 Dunne Raby
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(4) 

2008 MoMA Museum Of Modern Art
Design and Elastic Mind 50
TV

2010
EPSRC Nesta

RCA  

 
5  / Discussion and Conclusion 

REF 4 Main Panel Chair 4 36 Main Panel 1052
Sub-panel 30 / Sub-panel 77% 23%

Pane  
2

90%

 

(Alertness)
PcGive

 
13

 

 
 

 
[1] REF http://www.ref.ac.uk/ 
[2]  REF 

https://dspace.jaist.ac.jp/dspace/bitstream/10119/13248/1/kouen30_154.pdf  
[3] Lily Yu John Higginson REF

 : 
https://dspace.jaist.ac.jp/dspace/bitstream/10119/14039/1/kouen31_186.pdf 

[4] Lily Yu John Higginson REF
 (A study of the impact creation process observed in the Research 

Excellence Framework (REF) in the UK)
https://dspace.jaist.ac.jp/dspace/bitstream/10119/13901/1/kouen31_180.pdf 

[5] The nature, scale and beneficiaries of research impact”, king’s College London and Digital Science, 
March 2015, http://www.kcl.ac.uk/sspp/policy-institute/publications/Analysis-of-REF-impact.pdf 

 

2D06.pdf :6




