JAIST Repository

https://dspace.jaist.ac.jp/

Title gdoooooooooooooono ogoooop
oo go

Author(s) oo, O0O0; 00, O0O0; 0O, OO

Citation ggoooooooag, 13: 105-114

Issue Date 2001-03

Type Conference Paper

Text version

publ i sher

URL http://hdl . handle.net/ 101119/ 1681
O00Do00Doo0oooooooooooooooog
O00O0OThi s materi al is postpd here

, permi ssion of the Japanesp Assoc

Rights . :
Coastal Zone Studies. Coppyright
ooo. oOooo, oOooog, Ooog, oOopoo
oooog, 13, 2001, pp.105-1p4.

Description

AIST

JAPAN
ADVANCED INSTITUTE OF
. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Japan Advanced Institute of Science and Technology

9

Wi f
i at i

(C)



HAREBZERRICE, 13,pp. 105114
(Jour. Japanese Assoc. Coastal Zone Studies)

105

20014£3 A

¥4 Y TR0 TEEATEI O
WHRELIZB T 2 5 4 N— DY v TEANDERITH DO
Effects of Trampling by Recreational Scuba Divers on Coral Reefs in Okinawa in Japan
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Scuba diving is one of the major marine and coastal recreational activities and there are approximately 800,000

divers in Japan. The diving related industry alone creates 8.6 billion yen in production per year. Coral reefs in Okinawa

Island alone attract more than 300,000 scuba divers every year because the island is one of the few places located in the

subtropical-zone in Japan. On the other hand, damage caused by diving activity such as trampling on and breaking corals

has been acknowledged. This destruction can add more impact to already damaged corals by coastal developments and

other uses. Therefore, this study aimed to examine the disturbance by scuba divers at popular diving sites in Okinawa to

identify the degree of disturbance through under water investigation, The result showed that there was a significant

difference in the amount of disturbance between experienced and inexperienced divers. Furthermore, the amount of

disturbance by the divers with cameras was higher than that of without cameras. Conclusions obtained from this study

include suggestions regarding effective measures to decrease the chance of disturbance by divers.
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