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Changing Proce of Japan Fishery and Future Direction of Coa stal Zone USE

Asami Shikida
The fishing industry has long been dominant in Japan's coastal zone. However, its domination has
been weakening over the last 25 years due to changes in the socio-economic condition of the
industry. Thus, the restructuring of the Fishing industry is the focus of much current debate in
Japan. In this article, recent historical records of the fishing industry are reviewed from a national
perspective to investigate how the fishing industry reacted to the national fishery crisis after 1975.
In addition, a structural transition of local fishing communities is analyzed within a wider socio-
economic context. Based on these studies, the possibility of formation of a symbiotic relationship
between fisheries and other coastal zone users is discussed. It is also suggested that the
reformation of coastal user communities based on universal rules for coastal utilization is needed
in the future. It is concluded that coastal communities should be managed for the purpose of
sustainable coastal uses through the formation of a coastal zone management system. It is hoped
that the results of this study will contribute to the needs of the Integrated Coastal Zone

Management (ICZM) in Japan's coastal zone.

Keywords : urban development, symbiosis, coastal zone, fishery




