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Abstract

The concept of guilt varies from culture to culture. It has been suggested that for Chinese,
guilt is more associated with a sense of personal responsibility, while for Americans it is
more associated with personal idealistic goals (Zhang et al., 2020). However, there has
been no research on the correlation between guilt and choice behavior in moral dilemmas.
In this Master Thesis, I use the trolley problem to investigate the relationship between
guilt and choice in moral dilemmas. In a preliminary study we investigated the
relationship between the guilt people of different cultures feel for the victim(s) in the
context of the traditional by-stander case and the moral choices there, in conditions such
as whether the responsibility of the agent for the event is clearly stated and whether the
decision is seen by the victim. And in the main study we investigated the relationship
between the guilt people of different cultures feel for the victim(s) in the context of the
footbridge case and the moral choices there, in conditions such as whether the protagonist
is described in the first/third person and whether there is a direct link between the action
one makes and the sacrifice that follows as a result.

The results showed that in both cases, the relationship between guilt and choice showed
cross-cultural differences, and in the moral dilemma choice, guilt was shown to be more
closely related to the choice in Japanese and Chinese than in Americans. And we found
that the Japanese are more concerned about whether they actually take action, while the
Americans are more concerned about their own actions and the reputation of others'

actions. The Chinese are in general not sensitive to the difference of the conditions.
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HEOREREEOH T
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|

|
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FEHRLTIEROLE—ANY- ) OFHFEEERM) X 2.516 . BHEfFZ(SD) I 0.923

|

|
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FEORERROH T
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|
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|
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REHEL 39(3.179) 58(2.586)
fhANZeZiE L L 38(3.132) 54(2.519)
REYH L TR 35(3.086) 52(2.5)

fh NZ2 2 7% & TR 37(2.838) 76(2.526)
£ 33T XY hOFER

TAY A E4R Y4
ZmEHL L 53 (2.981) 46 (2.63)
fliAZ2EEE L 49 (2.837) 29 (1.586)
ZEE L TIER 40 (2.95) 34 (2.735)
flt N2g % v & T Han 48 (2.563) 32 (1.969)
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REHKETEEALL | HER HE TAYA
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RERLE L 30% 40% 54%
fi NZeZyg e L 22% 41% 63%
REVEL TR 35% 40% 54%
fli N2 &% L THm | 36% 33% 60%

Hi ROV FZ2 2 LUV BABRWERALTZANEE DD V=T ZNENTHA
TWE ZIT VI L 2458, HRTRMASAZRZERL T LMANEEE L TR
T35 coOERICERERESR LN (p=0.045) | IO 7V —TICHEERE
FRoNEr o7, MELT AV ATIEIIRXTOIN—TTHERZITR N -

7"4
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FREREIBIRICON T 2HELZRILT 5 72D ICEER (G) 2MyEH L
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#F* 3-5 HAFEERK

HA coeff b s.e. Wald p-value exp(b)
Intercept 2.802602 0.825348 11.53052 0.000685 16.48749
JE K -0.76382 0.2908 6.899051 0.008624 0.465885

x 3-6 TEEER

Fp [ coeff b s.e. Wald p-value exp(b)
Intercept 1.983753 0.670702 8.748142 0.003099 7.269976
I K -0.54743 0.21314 6.596819 0.010216 0.578432

1-2, fhAZEZ®EL T
® 3-7T HARFEER

HA coeff b s.e. Wald p-value exp(b)
Intercept 4.212408 0.895899 22.10768 2.58E-06 67.51893
(R -1.50747 0.396453 14.45812 0.000143 0.22147
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#F* 3-8 HEFEERK

[ coeff b s.e. Wald p-value exp(b)
Intercept 2.123951 0.705874 9.053886 0.002621 8.364119
IR -0.62442 0.230226 7.356158 0.006683 0.535569

K 397 XY HIEBR

T AU A |coeffb s.e. Wald p-value exp(b)
Intercept 2.332712 0.672591 12.02874 0.000524 10.30585
IR K -1.31064 0.302793 18.73602 1.5E-05 0.269647

2—1, REZRLTHER
& 3-10 HAFRER

BB coeff b se. Wald p-value | exp(b)

Intercept 3.273159 0.832229 15.4685 8.39E-05 26.39458
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TR -1.01088 0.291962 11.98801 0.000535 0.363898
& 3-11 PHEFER
] coeff b s.e. Wald p-value exp(b)
Intercept 1.943071 0.687199 7.994874 0.004691 6.980153
TR -0.55184 0.225504 5.988478 0.0144 0.575889
2-2, MAREEL TR
# 3-12 HARFEER
HA coeff b s.e. Wald p-value exp(b)
Intercept 2.340294 0.608074 14.81251 0.000119 10.38429
TR -0.93982 0.292012 10.35826 0.001289 0.390698
K 3-13 7 XV HRER
T AU | coeffb s.e. Wald p-value exp(b)
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Intercept 1.176975 0.633802 3.448476 0.06331 3.244545

TR -0.70063 0.267485 6.860798 0.008811 0.496274
FERZEA L T2 ET N CRELBE 21T 4R, T _XCoga EREET VA

%6:‘1@6\9/‘]\@% D f:o

HRZNZ N DOFEEEIEIRICN T 2820 Y X7 4 v 7[RRI C7 v FRRE
T o kR
HARDEE., T XTCOLGAFEEINER 2 GEICTHIT 2 (p=0.008624),

(p=0.000143), (p=0.000535), (p=0.001289),

|

hEOEGE, ALZEL THEROEAZBL 2D Z2 DA EKISER &
CFHIF 5 (p=0.010216), (p=0.006683), (p=0.0144),
T AV A DIGE, ADIGA D ATEEE TN EZ B EICTFHIT 5 (p<0.0001), (p=

0.008811),
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B, — ZAMKUTBDTITET 255 »3E RN T o0& %

BAES 2 20 12 BEBE (G) . AFF (P) ¢fEmT %5 (T) 2HIREK

ELZETATUYRT 4 27 AN Z{T o 72

10git(.7l')= a+ ﬁlDG+ BZDP+ BsDT

%% 3-14 HAFERAMET

HA coeff b s.€. Wald p-value exp(b)
Intercept 3.19022 0.478375 44.47382 2.58E-11 24.29377
IR -0.83547 0.141726 34.75044 3.75E-09 0.433673
— « =AM [-0.37832 0.259858 2.119519 0.145432 0.685014
Hor - f8~ | -0.52976 0.260697 4.129331 0.042146 0.588748
# 3-15 HEFBBEANES
] coeff b s.€. Wald p-value exp(b)
Intercept 1.722136 0.364705 22.29728 2.34E-06 5.596469
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E[ERYR -0.48938 0.106536 21.10105 4.36E-06 0.613005
— « =AM | 0.10502 0.216001 0.236392 0.626825 1.110733
H4r - f8~ | 0.142698 0.215914 0.436791 0.508675 1.153381
K 3-16 7 2 ) AREBRAVER
T AU A |coeffb s.e. Wald p-value exp(b)
Intercept 1.554546 0.38879 15.98738 6.38E-05 4.732937
IR -0.61233 0.121289 25.48706 4.45E-07 0.542089
— « Z A#F | -0.65377 0.246231 7.049532 0.007929 0.520083
H4r - 57 | 0.053038 0.234184 0.051293 0.820828 1.05447

GREK, AMEIERT 2202 ENE T 2T A TCRERREZTo 2R, $ T

Ba Ll E T VIIHE

IEARTH 5 72,

— ZAME B - IEREERICAN
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HACIZIREK (p=3.75E-09) & {78 e % F 32> (p=0.042146) 25 #E IR HEIC T
33,

HE CIRIRERZ T ANEIRZ A RICTHIT 5 (p=4.36E-06) .

gl

7 A Y A TR (p=4.45E-07) & AFR(p=0.007929) 2% #IRZ HFEICTFHIT 5,

FBER H, — ZAMZLTCHSTITEH T30 L5 58RI 3
PEYRIETs-0cE (C) . BERE (G) . AW (P) tfERT 35
(T) #MIEEE LE-ETATUY RT 4 7 AR 54T - 7=

10g1t(.7l') =q+ ﬁlDG+ B2D0+ BsDP+ ﬁleT

£ 3-17 HAFENEE

HA—FE | coeffb s.e. Wald p-value exp(b)
Intercept 2.225553 1.115778 3.978507 0.046084 9.258604
0.043002 0.469821 0.008377 0.927073 1.04394
TR -0.60537 0.253746 5.691703 0.017045 0.545873
— - Z A -0.05213 0.575162 0.008216 0.927779 0.949203
H4r - 8 -0.1096 0.57653 0.036139 0.84923 0.896193
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*z 318 HAT A Y Axtlt

HA—7T £ coeff b s.e. Wald p-value exp(b)

U A

Intercept 2.718292 0.312558 75.63629 3.41E-18 15.15441

-0.91019 0.171297 28.23337 1.08E-07 0.402449

(YR -0.693 0.091194 57.74879 2.98E-14 0.500072

— « Z AR -0.50032 0.176978 7.992128 0.004698 0.606334

SRR =N -0.20847 0.171804 1.472344 0.224976 0.811827
£ 3F19HET 2 Y Atk

HE—7 X | coeff b s.e. Wald p-value exp(b)

VA

Intercept 1.109982 0.263 17.81237 2.44E-05 3.034303

0.911008 0.160698 32.13821 1.44E-08 2.486829

(e -0.52423 0.079096 43.92814 3.41E-11 0.59201

— « Z A -0.22652 0.160114 2.001411 0.157153 0.797307

B - 8 0.096069 0.158027 0.369574 0.543237 1.100835

B, EH, AMMEIERT 202 H RN E $2 €T VTREHBIEZIT o 2458, 3~

TOHEAEFEETNMIIERICHANTH 272,
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HA—T 2V hOfERZ N T 2 56 EK(p<0.0001), E(p<0.0001) & Afi(p=

0.004698) 2% IR % HEIC Tl T %,

HE—7 X Y 71 DfERZ T 2 5658 (p<0.0001) & E(p<0.0001) 23 E R 2 H

BICTHEIT 5,

HAR—HE DSR2 03 2 568K (p=0.017045) 72 F 25 Rz HEIC T 5,

FEEKL— ZAMRUVBERTITENT 52225 » & DHAIERAEIRIC

I BHEERILT 5 =0 ICRER (G) . A (P) . 8rT 35
(T) . EEE*AFH (G*P) LREBEMETT 3% (G'T) ZHMIERL

LEETATRYRT 4 7 AR 21T o 72

10g1t(.7l') =a+ B De+ B Det B JDrt B 4DG*DP+ B SDG*DT

# 3-20 HAFEBEAEIER

HA coeff b s.e. Wald p-value exp(b)

Intercept 3.179812 0.720957 19.45288 1.03E-05 24.04224
Te R -0.83112 0.255739 10.56155 0.001155 0.435563
— - Z AW -0.68497 0.751859 0.829982 0.362278 0.504106
SRz =N -0.2117 0.750612 0.079546 0.777914 0.809206
JRERF A | 0.115476 0.282432 0.167169 0.68264 1.122408

40




SRR | -0.11976 0.280388 0.182434 0.66929 0.887133
£ 3-21 PEFBEMHLIEM
=8] s coeff b s.e. Wald p-value exp(b)
Intercept 2.113533 0.580597 13.25162 0.000272 8.277435
(YR -0.62348 0.186474 11.17918 0.000827 0.536076
— « Z AW -0.16046 0.655473 0.059931 0.806606 0.851748
Hor - f8m -0.33337 0.656834 0.257604 0.611771 0.716502
JRERF A | 0.092762 0.214683 0.186698 0.665679 1.0972
JRERER | 0.165665 0.215094 0.593201 0.441184 1.180177
# 3-22 7 2V A FFEBHEER
TAY A coeff b s.e. Wald p-value exp(b)
Intercept 1.032318 0.55957 3.403443 0.06506 2.807566
(e -0.44033 0.194522 5.124092 0.023596 0.643824
— « Z A 1.043699 0.66058 2.496312 0.114113 2.839701
H%r - f8m -0.66237 0.63667 1.082353 0.298172 0.515629
JRERF A | -0.69101 0.254295 7.384042 0.006581 0.50107
JRERER | 0.281525 0.233846 1.449357 0.228631 1.325149
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0.000827)
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g
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FEE AN L DD Y 2 X Y R CIRE & EEERE OB Y PR E v, LA

L. HRALT AU ANCHEOTIEZ ) o Z2BEER R S 172> 5 72, Nadelhoffer
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FEEHERTIEE-ANRE ZAMDOE YRR LN o72, TDI & D5 actor-

observer XA T R XLFFEDO DD TH B EEZLNS,
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DENHD o7z, 5ETDRA v FREL SERREZ NS 255812155 <X TOH
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SEEEK I Z D " oDRMICBWCZ 0ENEL BAFRKTH B & HEHIT 5,
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An out-of-control trolley is running to you, who happened to be walking next to the

railroad tracks.At the end of that line, five people are tied up on the tracks.If you do

nothing, those five people are sure to die.There is a switch near you to change the line,

and if you switch it, those five people will be saved.However, one person is also tied up

at the end of the switched route, and this time that person will surely die.Those five
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people and one other person have their mouths covered and cannot speak, but they all

notice you and are looking at you.

Five people are tied up on the tracks at the end of the uncontrolled tram line.If you do
nothing, those five people will surely die.You're in the control center now and you can
see the whole situation.There is a button to switch lines, and if you push it to switch

lines, those five people will be saved.However, one person is also tied up at the end of

the switched route, and this time that person will surely die.

Q1

(You will not be held responsible for the outcome of this case.) Do you switch routes?
1.yes

2.no

Q2

How much guilt do you feel for those who died as a result of your choice above ?

1. feel more guilty than if [ had caused someone's death through my own fault

2. feel as guilty as if [ had caused someone's death through my own fault
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3. feel guilty, though not as much as if [ had caused someone's death through my own

fault

4. have little or no guilt

Q3

Gender

1.male

2 female

3.non-binary

Q4

Your age
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An out-of-control trolley is running in the direction of you (John) , who are (is)

standing on a bridge over the railroad tracks. At the end of the line, there are five people

tied up on the tracks. If we do nothing, those five people are sure to die. Right now,

there's a fat man by your (John's) side. If you (John) push (es) him over the

railroad tracks, the trolley will be stopped for sure, and those five people will be saved.

But if you push that fat man down, of course he is dead for sure.

Q1l:

You will not be held responsible for the consequences of this incident. Will you push the

fat man down?
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John will not be held responsible for the consequences of this incident. Should he push

the fat man down?

yes

no

Q2:

How much guilt would you feel for those who died as a result of your choice? I would:

John made the same decision as you chose above. How much guilt should John feel for

those who died as a result of his choice? He should:

1. feel more guilty thanif I (he) had caused someone's death through my (his) own

fault

2. feel as guilty as if I (he) had caused someone's death through my (his) own fault

3. feel guilty, though not as much as if I (he) had caused someone's death through my
(his) own fault

4. have little or no guilt

A trolley is running out of control. At the end of the line, there are five people tied up
on the tracks. If we do nothing, those five people are sure to die. There is a construction

bridge over the line, and there are a fat man and a worker on it. You (Tom) are (is)
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now in the control center, and can give orders to the worker on the bridge. If you

(Tom) order (s) the worker to push the fat man off, the fat man will certainly be

pushed down onto the line. The trolley will then certainly be stopped and the five men

will be saved. But, then, of course the fat man is sure to die.

Q1:

You will not be held responsible for the outcome of this incident. Do you order to push

the fat man down?

Tom will not be held responsible for the outcome of this incident. Should he order to

push the fat man down?

yes

no

Q2

How much guilt would you feel for those who died as a result of your choice above ? I

would:

Tom made the same decision as you chose above. How much guilt should Tom feel for

those who died as a result of his choice? He should:

1. feel more guilty thanif I (he) had caused someone's death through my (his) own

fault
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2. feel as guilty as if I (he) had caused someone's death through my (his) own fault
3. feel guilty, though not as much as if I (he) had caused someone's death through my
(his) own fault

4. have little or no guilt

Q3

Gender
1.male
2.female
3.non-binary
Q4

Your age
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