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Communications in an Asynchronous Environment

Naoki Ito’, Toyohisa Nakada', Motoki Miura’, Kazushi Nishimoto®
N
and Susumu Kunifup

School of Knowledge Science, Japan Advanced Institute of Science and T Lthnm]ngy
Center for Knowledge Science, Japan Advanced Institute of Science and Technology’

In this study, we propose a communication medium for facilitating informal
communications in an asynchronous environment. It 1s often observed that people who have
same mterests cannot mutually communicate because they are not be present in a certain
place together. To facilitate their having communications, we CORSITUCt a comununication
medium that exploits good features of "graffii.” This medium allows people 1o mutually
communicate through virtual scribbles on real-world objects by using PDAs and RFIDs. As
a result of experiments, we confirmed that the usefulness of the medium when, in particular,
people discuss on specific parts of a certain type of real-world objects.
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